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continued to visit it often during his life, and at
last ended his days in this place. " And Samuel
died, and all the Israelites were gathered toge-
ther, and lamented him, and buried him in his
house at Ramah."*
In the history of the Maccabees, it resumes
its first name of Ramathaim, in a letter of king
Demetrius to his father Lasthenes, of which he
sends a copy to his brother Jonathan and the
nation of the Jews. " King Demetrius unto
his father Lasthenes sendeth greeting. We are
determined to do good to the people of the
Jews, who are our friends, and keep covenants
with us, because of their good will toward us.
Wherefore we have ratified unto them the
borders of Judea, with the three governments
of Appharema, Lydda, and Ramathem, that are
added unto Judea from the country of Samaria,
and ail things appertaining unto them, for all
* 1 Samuel, c, xxv. ver. I. In the time of Benjamin of Tu-
deia, this Ramah had a synagogue, in which the Jews kept the
body of Samuel, who was buried there. Of this Ramah, the
learned Relaud, who did not conceive it to be the place of
Samuel's birth and sepulchre, says, " Scriptorem antiquiorew
qui hujus Ramae mentionera facit, non novi Bernardo Mona-
cho, qui saeculo nono visit, et iter instituit in loca sancta anno
870, et in libro de locis sanctis ita ejus meminit: * Deinde
venerunt Alarixa: de Alarixa in Ramuk juxta quam est monas*
terium beati Georgii martyris, ubi ipse requiescit. De Raiuula
ad Emmaua eastellutn, de Enimaus ad sanctum civitatem Hie*
rusaiem.'"